
When we pray for each other, we demonstrate Christ's love for each of us 

For Bill Meyer, who is at the Springs at Wyandot Trail in Lancaster, now under Hospice care  

For Linda Leist, who is at home and on Hospice care  

For Donna Canini, her tests were completed for her upcoming heart valve procedure in May or June   

For Kyle Jackson, nephew of Deb Canini, diagnosed with Thyroiditis, working to get medications adjusted 

For Scott Arnett, son-in-law of Jonette Christy, as he undergoes a six-week course of cancer treatments 

For Karma Wisecarver, daughter of Lee & Peggy Smith, is doing another new treatment in her cancer journey 

For Brian Fowler, as he slowly recovers from West Nile Virus  

Continued prayers for Jim Fogle, Jon & Linda Leist, and Linda Miller 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church! Today is the Fifth Sunday of Easter. We are delighted to 
have you worship with us. All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed. Let us joyfully 
open our hearts to God and one another. If you'd like to connect with us, share a prayer request, 
or learn more about St. John, please complete a yellow communication card located on the back 
of the pews and place it in the offering plate.  

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  
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S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

  U P C O M I N G   
    B I R T H D A Y S  

Layla Kincaid May 2 

Briana Hart May 3 

Jerry Daily May 4 

If you have a prayer request, please reach out to Sue Mason, who will email our church members. She can 

be reached at:  614-260-1107 or at susiemase3@hotmail.com.  

2026 

Next Sunday, May 10, is Mother’s Day, and the ladies of 

the church invite you to a Mother’s Day Tea Party in the 

church basement from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. Tea, coffee, 

and water will be provided, along with a variety of         

pastries. Please feel free to wear an old bonnet or a    

special hat!  All women of 

the church are welcome—

bring your daughters, 

mothers, or any special 

ladies in your life to enjoy 

this time together, and 

enjoy a special treat. 

OFFICE HOURS ARE BACK   Amy 

will be in the church office on 

Wednesday, May 6 and May 20, 

from 10 am - 2 pm. Feel free to stop by to chat - 

this is a great opportunity to share ideas for   

enhancing worship, serving our neighbors, or  

just talking in general. Appointment not needed. 
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On Monday, May 25th, St John will be holding our annual bake sale as part of the Lithopolis       
Memorial Day festivities. Sign up sheets are coming for donations of baked goods and            
volunteers to help set up and staff the tables at Wagnalls. More details to follow.  

Please place your food donation for the Food Pantry in the shopping cart. Thank you, everything is 
appreciated. NOTE: items in our grocery cart that members donate are given to Lutheran Social 
Services in Lancaster. This is different from the quarterly donation from our MEF that is given to 
the Bloom-Carroll Pantry Mission.  

CALLING ALL SHOPPERS!  Did you know that Kroger has a Community Rewards Program?  They will 
send   monies to St John every time you shop at any of their stores. Instructions for signing up are 
in a blue folder on the bulletin board in the back of the sanctuary. Please consider enrolling in this 
easy way to earn money for our church while doing your grocery shopping!   

The Altar Flower chart is in the Narthex where you may sign up to place flowers on the altar.      
Flowers are $35. You may leave the money in the envelope under the chart for Linda Leist. Please 
be sure  to indicate if the flowers are for a special occasion, and let Don Hornbeck know if you 
would like it posted in the Bulletin. 

 Sunday, May 31– St John Potluck after church.  

                     More details to follow. 

ATTENDEES:  SAM Amy, Alan Fisher, Sally Acton, Jon Leist, Neil Jarvis, Mike Drodofsky, Deb Canini, Jerry Canini, Briana 

Canini, Diana Johnson         ABSENT:  Charlotte Meyer, Jonette Christy, Sue Mason  

Alan reviewed the budget. It was discussed about what uses the Capital improvement gift of $10,000 could be used to 

do for the church improvements. 

We discussed the use of posting on our Facebook page on a more regular basis. Briana stated she now has admin rights 

on the account. She stated that she could post events, hours of service and other notifications as needed. Amy  stated 

that she could post a snippet of her sermons or thoughts for the week on the FB page. She said she could send the files 

for Briana to post. Need to determine who all are admins on FB, so it can be determined who can post on the site. It was 

decided that Briana would be our Social Activities Coordinator. 

St. John’s website is up and running. Don Hornbeck can add items to this website as needed or requested. It would be 

considered a more permanent site for our church information. 

T H E  I N S I D E  S T O R Y     B Y  S A L L Y  A C T O N  

The Opening Hymn, “ Lord God, We Praise You”, was created in 1858 by Clarence Walworth. The hymn covers 
themes from the Apostle’s Creed focusing on the Trinity, Christ’s incarnation, death, resurrection and return.  

S U M M A R Y  O F  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  N O T E S     M A Y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 6  
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The potluck was discussed. It was  determined to have them as a 5th Sunday event with our members. The first one that is 

planned is for May 31st. Church members will bring a side dish, Sally will provide buns, Amy will provide sloppy joes, and 

Neil will provide shredded chicken. 

Jon brought up the idea of a Mother’s Day event. Council decided it may be too soon to undertake the task this year. 

Amy discussed a conference that she had attended. It was about what congregations can do with regard to outreach in 

communities, mission needs, and how to be neighbors in the community. It was called CoLab. The goal of CoLab is to raise 

the profile of the church to serve God within the community where it is located. The goal is to create interest for members 

of the community to participate with the church in outreach activities. $250 - cost to participate, $500 given by synod as a 

refund for participating, Starts August 1st. It was discussed by council to possibly participate by next year, so we can      

determine what the community needs are to enable the church to raise a profile of who we are and what we want to do for 

and with the community. 

The bake sale for Memorial Day, May 25th, was brought up, and we need to get a sign up to gather volunteers to bake for 

and work the event. It was suggested that we put flyers about the church at the bake sale to let people know about our 

church within this community. 

Council discussed ideas as to how we can draw interest to the church: Breakfast once a month to give back to the        

community, give out pens at events that have a roll out feature banner about our church (Amy had an example of a pen 

that was like this feature), and Dime a Dog night at youth baseball games. It was discussed that we need an upgrade to the 

church signage into Lithopolis. 

It was discussed that we need to refine our mission statement for the church, since we have three. If we determine what 

the mission statement is, then we can include that statement on our flyers, pens and social media platforms. It was       

determined that the council will come up with a statement and bring it to the church for a vote. Looking forward to 2030, it 

will be the 175th anniversary of the church. If we set goals for the church and when we reach those goals we can celebrate 

those achievements. If we use and place the tree in the area of the church where members can see it (currently located in 

the Sunday school room), we can use index cards to place on the tree as we reach the goals we set. 

Jon talked about prioritizing the use of our monies (CIF gifts) to use for improvements to the church property. The top 3 

areas Jon thought the money should be used to upgrade and getting estimates to determine what could be or should be 

done first: Replace the carpet with laminate in the Narthex, Blacktop replacement of the parking lot, and air conditioning 

units evaluated to determine their remaining life. 

Other items discussed: SAM Amy will not be here next Sunday (May 3rd), so there will be no communion. It was discussed 

and questioned if the Bloom Township Crisis Fund still exists. Jon stated that he had turned it over to the Methodist church 

a few years ago, but he said he doesn’t know if they have used the funds to help the community or if it is still in existence. 

Jerry Canini discussed the committee in Bloom Township that he serves on, which is known as the Comprehensive Plan 

committee. It is a long term planning effort to manage change in the township, preserve agricultural usage and rural    

character in order to prepare the township for the future. As our township experiences increased development pressure, 

this process for planning provides the township to proactively shape its future while preserving what residents value, as 

well as benefit from new growth opportunities. He stated that if we put information out to members of the church, then 

more members can attend and have input as to what they would like to see happen within the township. 

There was a motion to adjourn and we closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Deb Canini for Sue Mason, Council Secretary, w/edits 



For Your Information Prepared 5/2/2026

Offerings through: 4/30/2026
Budget (yearly) 60,180.40

Budget YTD 20,831.68
Offerings - Received 21,257.91

YTD Over(+)/Under(-) 426.23

2025 Avg = 35    Q1(2026) = 32,   Apr = 40

Worship Leader
Today Jon Leist

5/10/2026 Amy Lytle, Synod Authorized Minister
5/17/2026 Amy Lytle, Synod Authorized Minister
5/24/2026 Amy Lytle, Synod Authorized Minister (Pentecost)

Happenings
5/6/2026 (Wed) Amy's Wednesday Office Hours, 10am- 2pm
5/10/2026 (Sun) Mother's Day Tea Party 9:00-10:15 in Parish Hall Basement
5/17/2026 (Sun) Council Meeting
5/20/2026 (Wed) Amy's Wednesday Office Hours, 10am- 2pm
5/25/2026 (Mon) Memorial Day

Opportunities to Serve
Contact Don Hornbeck with information for our weekly Sunday bulletins.

Sunday School & Bible Study
Adults: Sunday mornings 9am-10am upstairs in the Parish Hall (CANCELED NEXT SUNDAY)
Children: During the church service in the Parish Hall youth room (Jonette Christy)

Sunday Average Attendance by month for 2022 through 2026

Amy Lytle's email address: amyblytle@gmail.com
Amy Lytle's cell phone: 614-208-3719
Council President contacts: 614-286-6175 / alfisher@aol.com
St John's website: www.StJohnLithopolis.com
St John's email address: office.StJohnlithopolis@gmail.com
St John's office phone: 614-837-2947  (voice mailbox)
St John's mailing address: 133 West South Street, PO Box 206  / Lithopolis, Ohio 43136
St John's facebook page: https://facebook.com/StJohnLithopolis

2026 YTD Offerings Summary

2026 Average Sunday Attendance Watch

2.05%

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Avg
2022 14 21 26 48 40 32 31 30 38 32 29 34 31
2023 24 31 29 35 38 33 33 30 35 26 29 29 31
2024 17 23 30 25 46 46 45 39 34 29 30 36 33
2025 36 28 37 38 35 36 33 37 31 33 31 35 34
2026 27 26 44 40 34

Yr-Yr Chg -9 -2 8 2




























