OCTOBER 19

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

THE

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church! Today is the 19th Sunday after Pentecost. We are delighted
to have you worship with us. If you'd like to connect with us, share a prayer request, or learn more
about St. John, please complete a yellow communication card located on the back of the pews and
place it in the offering plate.

For Kaylen Rinehart, granddaughter of Jon & Linda Leist, recovering at home after being kicked by a horse
For Jim Huddleston, neighbor of Mike & Willie Moore, battling bladder cancer

For Jim Fogle, having difficulty recovering from his hip surgery

For Jerrie Ripley, as she continues cardiac testing and rehabilitation

For Brian Fowler, as he recovers from West Nile Virus

For Karma Wisecarver, daughter of Lee & Peggy Smith, having a difficult time as she continues through her
cancer journey

For Maria Canini, sister of Jerry Canini, recovering at home after undergoing back surgery

Continued prayers for Lee Smith, Jon and Linda Leist, Bill Meyer, Freda Rutter, Linda Miller, and Shirley & Larry
West.

7] i
g ; [ ';‘e‘ Scripture for today, Oct 19: If you have a prayer request, please reach out to Sue Mason,
who will email our church members. She can be reached at:

Genesis 32:22-31, Psalm 121, 614-260-1107 or at susiemase3@hotmail.com.

2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5, Luke 18:1-8

Progressive Euchre party today, right after church in

the basement. Meat, paper products, and drinks will ‘E:l‘clz?
UPCOMING ‘ be provided. Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
BIRTHDAYS

Office Hours are starting! Our SAM, Amy Lytle, will be in the office
Dominic Dillon October 18 at St. John on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, begin-
Ruby Wolcott October 22 ning this Wednesday, October 22. Office hours are from 10:00 -
Christy Arnett October 28 2:00. You are welcome to stop by and chat - no appointments
Aliyah Ripley October 30 needed. Just text her at 614-208-3719 if the church door is

locked so that she can let you in.




ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

THE INSIDE STORY J\ I

BY SALLY ACTON

The story behind today’s Closing Hymn, “Jesus, Still
Lead On” is a prayer for guidance throughout a Chris-
tian’s life, emphasizing faith, perseverance through
hardship, and the promise of a heavenly home. It was
translated from German to English by Jane Borthwick
and was published in 1846.

== |incoln James Allen Ripley
Born October 7th, Lincoln is the
=4 proud new addition to the Ripley

and Davis families. Congratula-
tions to proud parents Aliyah
and Joseph Ripley, grandparents
Andrea and Raymond Davis, and
great-grandparents Jerrie and
Roger Ripley. We celebrate this
.ljoyful new life and give thanks
for God’s blessings on their growing family !
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Good friends, good food, and good times at
The Paddock Pub this past week.

Please place your food donation for the Food
Pantry in the shopping cart. For the Embassy of
Winchester nursing home, please place your do-
nated items in the collection box located in the
Narthex. Thank you —everything is appreciated.

JONETTE CHRISTY, HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF !!

Jonette Christy was a 1969 Homecom- Jonette’s daughter Christy Hill was a
1994 Attendant for Ashville

ing Attendant for Teas Valley

Jonette’s granddaughter Kloey Arnett
was a 2025 Homecoming Attendant




Bulletin for Sunday, October 19, 2025
19th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten

Introduction to the day

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle with
the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table.
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

GATHERING

PRELUDE & ANTHEM

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,

and of the = Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In

the name of =+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717)

1 Let justice flow like streams
of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life,
abundant, cleansing, sure.

2 Let righteousness roll on

as others' cares we heed,

an ever-flowing stream of faith
translated into deed.

3 So may God's plumb line, straight,
define our measure true,

and justice, right, and peace pervade
this world our whole life through.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204)

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us
to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his
father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and
changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”

> The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. ** He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. ** Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. 2> When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob,
he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as
he wrestled with him. ?° Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is



breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
’’So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” *® Then
the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” ?° Then
Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it
that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. *° So Jacob called
the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, yet my life is
preserved.” 3! The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping
because of his hip.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121
L1 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
> My help comes from the LoRbD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
*The Lorp will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
>the LORD watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
®the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
’The LorD will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
®The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by
emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it > and how from
childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. *° All scripture is inspired by
God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, '’ so that the person of God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.

“11n the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, |
solemnly urge you: ? proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with
the utmost patience in teaching. ° For the time is coming when people
will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires “and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.
> As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s
people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a
persistent widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.

The holy gospel according to Luke, Chapter 18
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart. ? He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for people. ° In that city there was a
widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against
my accuser.” “ For a while he refused, but later he said to himself,
‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ° yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may
not wear me out by continually coming.”” ® And the Lord said, “Listen
to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God grant justice to his
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping
them? 21 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Like Luther’s Puppy

HYMN OF THE DAY Give Me Jesus (ELW 770)
1 In the morning when I rise,

in the morning when I rise,

in the morning when I rise,
give me Jesus.



Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

2 Dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry,
give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

3 Just about the break of day,
just about the break of day,
just about the break of day,
give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

4 Oh, when | come to die,
oh, when | come to die,
oh, when | come to die,
give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.



Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

5 And when | want to sing,
and when | want to sing,
and when | want to sing,
give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Minister: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all creation.

Reader 1: We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the
church across the globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by
hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus
Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Reader 2: We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth,
draw us to the beauty of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right
relationship with the entire cosmos. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Reader 3: We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you
rule over all the earth. Grant all our elected officials humility in their
decision-making for the sake of the entire world. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Reader 4: We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God,
who heals and strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need.
Support, comfort, and heal those who suffer. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Minister: We pray for St. John. O God, our Lord who guides this
congregation, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ.
Nurture our relationships with the community, that we serve and
advocate for those who come to us in need. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



Reader 5: We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God,
whose promises never end, we thank you for all the saints who have
shown us the way of your Son, Jesus Christ . God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Minister: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting
grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

-11 -



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208)

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill

were gathered into one to become our bread,;

so may all your people from all the ends of earth

be gathered into one in you.

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love.

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread,;

so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you.

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread;
so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624)
1 Jesus, still lead on,

till our rest be won;

and, although the way be cheerless,

we will follow, calm and fearless;

guide us by your hand

to the promised land.

2 If the way be drear,

if the foe be near,

let no faithless fears o'ertake us,
let not faith and hope forsake us;
safely past the foe

to our home we go.

3 When we seek relief

from a long-felt grief,

when temptations come alluring
make us patient and enduring;
show us that bright shore

where we weep no more.

4 Jesus, still lead on,

till our rest be won;

heav'nly leader, still direct us,
still support, console, protect us,
till we safely stand

in the promised land.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING

God be with you 'til we meet again,

By his counsel’s guide, uphold you,

With his sheep securely fold you, God be with you 'til we meet again.
Amen.
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