
When we pray for each other, we demonstrate Christ's love for each of us 

For Sue Mason, home and recuperating after her heart catheterization on Monday, AFIB under control 

For Peggy Smith and family, as they mourn the loss of Lee Smith 

For Logan Rutter, grandson of Freda & Ed, having major eye issues 

For Charlotte Meyer, as she is dealing with complications from kidney stones 

For Jerrie Ripley, as she continues cardiac rehab 

For Brian Fowler, as he slowly recovers from West Nile Virus  

For Jim Fogle, having difficulty recovering from his hip surgery  

For Karma Wisecarver, daughter of Lee & Peggy Smith, having a difficult time as she continues through her    
cancer journey 

Continued prayers for Jon & Linda Leist, Bill Meyer, Freda Rutter, Linda Miller, and Shirley & Larry West 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church! Today is the Second Sunday of Advent. We are delighted to 
have you worship with us. If you'd like to connect with us, share a prayer request, or learn more 
about St. John, please complete a yellow communication card located on the back of the pews and 
place it in the offering plate.  

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  

T H E    W E E K L Y  U P D A T E  

D E C E M B E R  7  

S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

  U P C O M I N G   
    B I R T H D A Y S  

Ryan Rutter December 9 

Don Hornbeck December 11 

Steve Merritt December 12 

Jonette Christy December 19 

    Scripture for today, Dec 7:  

             Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72,  

        Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12 

If you have a prayer request, please reach out to Sue Mason, who will email our church members. She can be 

reached at:  614-260-1107 or at susiemase3@hotmail.com.  

2025 

Amy’s next office hours will be Wednesday, December 17, 

weather permitting, from 10 - 2. 

Christmas Gospel Sing is December 13th @ 2pm here at St. 

John Lutheran Church. Some of the singers and groups are The 

St. John Choir, Ed Ewing, Arnold Coy, Cameron Spence, Rick 

Moore, and All4HIM.  

We all know times have been tough lately, and our local food 

pantry is seeing more families in need. If you are able, please 

place your food donation for the Food Pantry in the shopping 

cart. For the Embassy of Winchester nursing home, please place 

your donated items in the collection box located in the Narthex.  

Every contribution, no matter how small, makes a difference. 

Together we can help ensure no one goes hungry. 
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S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

D E C E M B E R  7  

T H E  I N S I D E  S T O R Y     B Y  S A L L Y  A C T O N  

Today’s Closing Hymn, “Prepare the Royal Highway”, is a Swedish Lutheran hymn written in the 17th      

century by Frans Franzen. This hymn is pointing us towards Holy Week and Christ’s reason for coming: to 

fulfill God’s Word by dying for our sins and rising on the third day to announce His victory over sin, death, 

and the power of the devil.  

We will NOT be holding our Bake Sale at the 

Dec 13 Christmas event at Wagnalls this 

year. 

The Altar Flower chart is in the Narthex 

where you may sign up to place flowers on 

the altar. Flowers are $35. You may leave 

the money in the envelope under the chart 

for Linda Leist. Please be sure to indicate if 

the flowers are for a special occasion, and 

let Don Hornbeck know if you would like it 

posted in the Bulletin. 

There once was an angel named Gabe 
 Who told Mary she would have a babe.  
Just a young virgin teen  
Unmarried, the Father unseen  
Chosen to further the line of Abe.  
 
In Nazareth was a Jew named Joe  
Caesar called a census, had to go,  
To Bethlehem with Mary, no place to stay  
Birthed Jesus in a stable in the hay  
Cows and donkeys surrounding night and day.  
 
The perfect baby, the little child,  
The Messiah born so meek and mild  
Shepherds drew near, as well as wise men  
With gifts of myrrh, gold and frankincense,  
God looked down and had a big smile.  
 
300 prophecies in testament of old  
Fulfilled with Christ's birth and life; how bold!  
Isaiah foreshadowed the virgin birth  
And God's salvation to the ends of the earth.  
And the time of his birth predicted by Daniel we're told.  
 
It's Christmas Day! Jesus was born!  
Loudly bang the drum, blow the horn!  
He is to rule the entire earth!  
Let us all celebrate His birth!  
Let us be full of joy, hope and peace; no forlorn!  

T H E R E  O N C E  W A S  A N  A N G E L  N A M E D  G A B E  
by Pam Jarvis 
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Sunday, December 7, 2025  
Second Sunday of Advent 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 
WE LIGHT THE ADVENT WREATH 
Today is the second Sunday of Advent, when we light the second 
candle of the Advent wreath. “Lord God, as we light these 
candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform 
our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix 
our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all 
nations" 
 
CONGREGATION SINGS AS THE 2ND CANDLE IS LIT 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
gently lead them homeward. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace we have 
been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
(ELW 254) 
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
2 Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may 
begin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of 
repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the 
stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. 
Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
      He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
  or decide by what his ears hear, 
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
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  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
 the calf and the lion will feed together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9 They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain, 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
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  and the hills, in righteousness. 
  
4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.   
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be 
no more. 
 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging 
each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 

A reading from Romans. 
 

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and 
that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
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 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10 and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 
11 and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12 and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles; 
 in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are 
stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 
mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
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 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan 
were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the 
River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear 
fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every 
tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is 
coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON: NOT SORRY 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  
(ELW 249) 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings! 
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2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without your grace we waste away 
like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
and make us rise to fall no more; 
oh, let your face upon us shine 
and fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 
whose advent has our freedom won, 
whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 
WE PROFESS OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
MINISTER: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in 
prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the 
nations, and the whole creation. 

READER 1: With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful 
around the world. Unite hearts and minds in work to address 
poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
READER 2: With counsel and might, move us to care for 
creation. As we dream of the day when all creatures will flourish 
alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation 
will mutually thrive. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
READER 3: With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage 
nations to live in harmony with one another. We pray for 
international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner 
churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief 
and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
READER 4: With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen 
those who have lost hope in the face of grief, depression, or 
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disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and 
medical procedures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
READER 5: With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our 
shared ministry to overcome all that divides. In acts of 
repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the 
way of Christ. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
MINISTER: With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in 
the faith. Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the 
ages of ages. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
MINISTER: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, 
Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 
WE SHARE THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 
WE PREPARE FOR COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we 
pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we 
pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we 
pray. 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Let Us Break Bread Together  
(ELW 471) 
 

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees.  

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees.  

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of 
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send 
us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
May the Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 
a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! 
Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God's promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you!  
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Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 
 
3 Then fling the gates wide open 
to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; 
their voices join your singing:  
Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
it comes from heav'n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding:  
Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the Good News. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING:  
 
God be with you 'til we meet again,  
By his counsel’s guide, uphold you,  
With his sheep securely fold you,  
God be with you 'til we meet again. 
Amen. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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