
When we pray for each other, we demonstrate Christ's love for each of us 

For Kaylen Rinehart, granddaughter of Jon & Linda Leist, recovering at home after being kicked by a horse 

For Jim Huddleston, neighbor of Mike & Willie Moore, battling bladder cancer 

For Jim Fogle, having difficulty recovering from his hip surgery  

For Alan Fisher and family, for the loss of Alan’s sister Debbie recently after an illness 

For Jerrie Ripley, as she continues cardiac testing and rehabilitation 

For Brian Fowler, as he recovers from West Nile Virus  

For Karma Wisecarver, daughter of Lee & Peggy Smith, having a difficult time as she continues through her   
cancer journey; surgery scheduled for October 6.  

For Maria Canini, sister of Jerry Canini, recovering at home after undergoing back surgery last week 

For Janet Robertson, a friend of Marianne Daily, recovering at home from a broken hip  

Continued prayers for Lee Smith, Jon and Linda Leist, Bill Meyer, Freda Rutter, Linda Miller, and Shirley & Larry 
West. 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church! Today is the 17th Sunday after Pentecost. We are delighted 
to have you worship with us. If you'd like to connect with us, share a prayer request, or learn more 
about St. John, please complete a yellow communication card located on the back of the pews and 
place it in the offering plate.  

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  

T H E    W E E K L Y  U P D A T E  

O C T O B E R  5  

S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

  U P C O M I N G   
    B I R T H D A Y S  

Sue Mason October 2 

Jerrie Ripley October 3 

Karen Fowler October 8 
Kenny Baumbusch October 10 

Sally Acton October 12 

Dominic Dillon October 18 

Scripture for today, Oct 5:  

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4, Psalm 37:1-9, 

2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10  

If you have a prayer request, please reach out to Sue Mason, who will email our church members. She can be 

reached at:  614-260-1107 or at susiemase3@hotmail.com.  

Gals & Guys Lunch Bunch will dine at the Paddock PUB, 1005 

Richardson Rd, Groveport, on Tuesday, October 14th, at noon. 

Please RSVP, if possible, to Charlotte Meyer. 
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S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

O C T O B E R  5  

T H E  I N S I D E  S T O R Y     
B Y  S A L L Y  A C T O N  

The story behind today’s Gathering Song, “My 

Hope is Built on Nothing Less”, centers on author 

Edward Mote, a cabinetmaker who wrote it in 

1834 as a profound expression of his faith during 

a walk to work. The refrain, “On Christ, the solid 

Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand,” 

came to him during this walk, and he completed 

the rest of the hymn that day. Though Mote wrote 

the text, the tune was composed later by William 

B. Bradbury in 1863.  

Sign up for your spot for the next euchre tournament 

which will be Sunday, October 19, immediately after 

church. Meat, paper products, and 

drinks will be provided. Bring a side 

dish or dessert to share. 

Name Tags for the Next Few Weeks 

To help our new Worship Lead-

er, Amy, learn names, we invite 

everyone to wear a name tag 

over the next several weeks. 

Name tags are available on the 

table in the Narthex.  

The altar flower chart is in the Narthex where you 

may sign up to place flowers on the altar. Flowers 

are $35. You may leave the money in the envelope 

under the chart for Linda Leist. Please be sure to 

indicate if the flowers are for a special occasion. 

Please place your food donation for the Food 

Pantry in the shopping cart. For the  Embassy of 

Winchester nursing home, please place your do-

nated items in the collection box located in the 

Narthex. Thank you —everything is appreciated.  

Congratulations to Anna Bartos, 

daughter of Jay and Danielle Bartos 

and the granddaughter of Tim and 

Sally Acton, as she was crowned Canal 

Winchester’s homecoming queen !! 
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Sunday, October 5, 2025  - 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
 
Introduction to the day 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has 
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the 
blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this 
assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 

GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE AND ANTHEM 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In 
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597) 
 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
no merit of my own I claim, 
but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in ev'ry high and stormy gale 
my anchor holds within the veil.  

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 
sustain me in the raging flood; 
when all supports are washed away, 
he then is all my hope and stay.  

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
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4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
oh, may I then in him be found, 
clothed in his righteousness alone, 
redeemed to stand before the throne!  

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that 
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to 
lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain 
indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 
 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2 Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 4 Look at the proud! 
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  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9 
 
Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD. (Ps. 37:5) 
 1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
 3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who 
succeeds in evil schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
 9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
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SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship 
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise 
that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 
  2 To Timothy, my beloved child:  
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as 
my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers 
night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be 
filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did 
not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love 
and of self-discipline. 
 
  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me 
his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power 
of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according 
to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this 
grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle 
and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am 
sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted 
to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 
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from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good 
deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of 
discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses 
to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, 
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 
you. 
  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in 
from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and 
take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, 
‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat and 
drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing 
what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you 
were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only 
what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON: SUPER-SIZE ME PLEASE! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796) 
 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 
3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 
4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 
 
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all creation. 

Minister: O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus 
Christ. Draw us into the gift of faith passed down from generation to 
generation. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard seed is 
enough. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Reader 1: O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and 
mercy. Bring favorable weather during the harvest season and sustain 
all creation along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the welfare of 
animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Reader 2: O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the 
world. Give leaders and people in authority a spirit of making just and 
righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and violence 
including the Middle East and Ukraine. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Reader 3: O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, 
oppressed, bereaved, lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need 
(especially). Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Reader 4: O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you 
for those of all ages who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and 
beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by faithful examples 
of baptismal living. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Reader 5: O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who 
have died in faith (especially). May the faith of those who now rest in 
your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, 
Jesus Christ. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Minister: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting 
grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and 
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of 
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to 
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proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545) 
 
1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, your love possessing, 
triumph in redeeming grace. 
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 
2 Thanks we give and adoration 
for your gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of your salvation 
in our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
to your truth may we be found. 
 
3 Savior, when your love shall call us 
from our struggling pilgrim way, 
let no fear of death appall us, 
glad your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
reign with you in endless day. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING: 
God be with you 'til we meet again,  
By his counsel’s guide, uphold you,  
With his sheep securely fold you, God be with you 'til we meet again. 
Amen. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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