
When we pray for each other, we demonstrate Christ's love for each of us 

For Ryan Rutter, son of Freda & Ed, fell and injured his back, is improving 

For Jim Huddleston, neighbor of Mike & Willie Moore, previously battling bladder cancer, is now CANCER FREE 

For Brian Fowler, as he slowly recovers from West Nile Virus  

For Kaylen Rinehart, granddaughter of Jon & Linda Leist, recovering at home after being kicked by a horse 

For Jim Fogle, having difficulty recovering from his hip surgery  

For Jerrie Ripley, as she continues cardiac testing and rehabilitation 

For Karma Wisecarver, daughter of Lee & Peggy Smith, having a difficult time as she continues through her    
cancer journey 

For Maria Canini, sister of Jerry Canini, recovering at home after undergoing back surgery  

Continued prayers for Lee Smith, Jon & Linda Leist, Bill Meyer, Freda Rutter, Linda Miller, and Shirley & Larry West 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church! Today is All Saints Sunday. We are delighted to have you 
worship with us. If you'd like to connect with us, share a prayer request, or learn more about St. 
John, please complete a yellow communication card located on the back of the pews and place it in 
the offering plate.  
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S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

  U P C O M I N G   
    B I R T H D A Y S  

Aliyah Ripley October 30 

Sarah Kincaid November 2 

Ed Rutter November 2 

Jeff Baumbusch November 15 

Marianne Daily November 17 

Scripture for today, Nov 2:  

    Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18, Psalm 149, 

    Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31      

If you have a prayer request, please reach out to Sue Mason, who will email our church members. She can be 

reached at:  614-260-1107 or at susiemase3@hotmail.com.  

There will be a birthday celebration for Betty Anderson's 

85th birthday and everyone is invited!  It will be held 

November 9, from 1:00-3:00p, in the Multi-Function 

Building at the Lithopolis Methodist Church.  Please stop 

by and wish Betty a happy 85th!  
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S T  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

N O V E M B E R  2  

T H E  I N S I D E  S T O R Y     
B Y  S A L L Y  A C T O N  

Today’s Gathering Song, “For All the Saints” was writ-

ten by William Waltham How in 1864 as a processional 

hymn for All Saint’s Day. The hymn is a tribute to all 

saints, both well-known and obscure, who have lived 

faithfully before us. It serves as both a celebration of 

their journey and an encouragement for those still liv-

ing. The hymn emphasizes the spiritual bond between 

the living and the saints in heaven. It also directs 

praise to Jesus, for whose name the saints confessed 

and fought the good fight.  

Office Hours have started  

Our SAM, Amy Lytle, will be in the office at St. 

John typically on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

of the month. Office hours are from 10:00 - 

2:00. You are welcome to stop by and chat - no 

appointments needed. Just text her at 614-208-

3719 if the church door is locked so that she 

can let you in.   

The altar flower chart is in the Narthex 

where you may sign up to place    

flowers on the altar. Flowers are $35. 

You may leave the money in the     

envelope under the chart for Linda 

Leist. Please be sure to indicate if the flowers 

are for a special occasion, and let Don Hornbeck 

know if you would like it posted in the Bulletin. 

Looking for a back issue of the Bulletin?  

    Scan this  ... 

Due to the weather forecast, the Village of 

Lithopolis moved their Trick-or-Treat night from 

Thursday to Friday.  Because of various con-

flicts (one being sporting games for Canal Win-

chester and Bloom Carroll teams), the church 

has decided NOT to have our TRUNK-OR-

TREAT AT THE CHURCH.  We hope to be able 

to participate next year!  



For Your Information Prepared 11/1/2025

Offerings through: 10/26/2025
Budget (yearly) 56,750.00

Budget YTD 48,019.23
Offerings - Received 57,026.29

YTD Over(+)/Under(-) 9,007.06

Q1 = 33,  Q2 = 36, Q3 = 35,              Oct = 33

Worship Leader
Today Amy Lytle, Synod Authorized Minister (SAM)

11/9, 11/16 Amy Lytle, Synod Authorized Minister (SAM)
11/23/2025 Jon Leist
11/30/2025 Amy Lytle, Synod Authorized Minister (SAM)

Happenings
Temp> November 5th Amy's Wednesday office hours 10am - 2pm (Date chg due to Thanksgiving)
Temp> November 19th Amy's Wednesday office hours 10am - 2pm (Date chg due to Thanksgiving)

Opportunities to Serve
Contact Don Hornbeck with information for our weekly Sunday bulletins.

Sunday School & Bible Study
Adults - Sunday mornings 9am-10am upstairs in the Parish Hall
Children - During the church service in the Parish Hall youthroom (Jonette Christy)

Weekly Average Attendance by month for 2021 through 2025

Amy Lytle's email address: amyblytle@gmail.com
Amy Lytle's cell phone: 614-208-3719
Council President contacts: 614-286-6175 / alfisher@aol.com
St John's website: www.stjlithopolis.com
St John's email address: office.stjohnlithopolis@gmail.com
St John's office phone: 614-837-2947  (voice mailbox)
St John's mailing address: 133 West South Street, PO Box 206  / Lithopolis, Ohio 43136
St John's facebook page: https://facebook.com/StJohnLithopolis

2025 YTD Offerings Summary

2025 Average Attendance Information

(Includes prepaid offerings from a member's $3k RMD)

Thank you for your contributions
to pay-off our loan for

the new sanctuary ceiling

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Avg
2021 0 15 22 34 29 26 30 28 29 30 30 20 24
2022 14 21 26 48 40 32 31 30 38 32 29 34 31
2023 24 31 29 35 38 33 33 30 35 26 29 29 31
2024 17 23 30 25 46 46 45 39 34 29 30 36 33
2025 36 28 37 38 35 36 33 37 31 33 34

Yr-Yr Chg 19 5 7 13 -11 -10 -12 -2 -3 4
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All Saints Sunday November 2, 2025  
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 
 
Introduction to the day 
In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the sins of all 
the saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest.” In the 
same breath we petition our God for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions of Jesus 
in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood, we live with 
joy as God gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In 
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
GATHERING SONG (ELW 422) For All the Saints  
 
Congregation:  
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Congregation: 
2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Choir: 3 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine, 
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Choir: 4 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
and hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Choir: 5 The golden evening brightens in the west; 
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest; 
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Congregation: 
6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
the King of glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Congregation: 
7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 149) 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
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Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion 
in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace 
to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to 
know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king Antiochus 
Epiphanes was severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts proclaims that 
human kings will come and go, but the kingdom will ultimately belong to God and to God’s 

people. 
1 In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and 
visions of his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2 I, 
Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven stirring up 
the great sea, 3 and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different 
from one another. 
 
  15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the 
visions of my head terrified me. 16 I approached one of the attendants 
to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he would 
disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 
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 17 “As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. 
18 But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and 
possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 149 
 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
  God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
 2 Let Israel rejoice in their maker; 
  let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 
 3 Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing; 
  let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 
 4 For the LORD takes pleasure in the people 
  and adorns the poor with victory.  
 5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; 
  let them sing for joy on their beds. 
 6 Let the praises of God be in their throat 
  and a two-edged sword in their hand, 
 7 to wreak vengeance on the nations 
  and punishment on the peoples, 
 8 to bind their kings in chains 
  and their nobles with links of iron, 
 9 to inflict on them the judgment decreed; 
  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:11-23 
After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they might 
understand the wisdom, hope, and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ. 

11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 
to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when 
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you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 
people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
  15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you 
as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 6:20-31 
In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things about 
who enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radical love, 
blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. 
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The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
20 Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said:  
 “Blessed are you who are poor, 
  for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
  for you will be filled. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh. 
  22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude 
you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 
23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 
heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 
 24 “But woe to you who are rich, 
  for you have received your consolation. 
 25 “Woe to you who are full now, 
  for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
  for you will mourn and weep. 
  26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their 
ancestors treated the false prophets. 
 
  27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to 
those who hate you; 28 bless those who curse you; pray for those who 
mistreat you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, 
and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away 
what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to others as you would 
have them do to you.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON: COUNTING BLESSINGS 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 427) For All Your Saints, O Lord  
 
1 For all your saints, O Lord, 
who strove in you to live, 
who followed you, obeyed, adored, 
our grateful hymn receive. 
 
2 For all your saints, O Lord, 
who strove in you to die, 
who counted you their great reward, 
accept our thankful cry. 
 
3 They all in life and death, 
with you, their Lord, in view, 
learned from your Holy Spirit's breath 
to suffer and to do. 
 
4 For this, your name we bless 
and humbly pray anew 
that we like them in holiness 
may live and die in you. 
 
5 To God, the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, ever blest, 
the One in Three, the Three in One, 
be endless praise addressed. 
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WE CONFESS OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Minister: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

Reader 1: God of all that is, delight in the praises of your people and 
revive the spirit of your church. Move through us with boldness so that 
we proclaim the gospel of Christ throughout the world. Renew and 
revive pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Reader 2: God of the beginning, give us the courage to advocate for 
environmental policy that will ensure a viable future for generations to 
come. Restore desolate places to health and flourishing. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reader 3: God of all our days, guide the leaders of governments, 
nations, municipalities, and all those seeking office. Accompany 
election officials and volunteers. Dismantle injustice and oppression 
wherever it is found. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reader 4: God of comfort in troubled times, we pray for those in need 
of protection and care, especially Ryan Rutter. Trusting that you are 
constant in mercy, protect those who seek safety and solace. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reader 5: God of what is yet to come, encourage and inspire those who 
give their time, talent, and treasure in service to your church. By their 
commitment, further the work of ministry in this place and uplift your 
gospel. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Minister: God of time and space, we give thanks for the faithful 
departed, especially Debbie Fisher and Letty Behrens, and all those we 
honor in our hearts and lives. Sustain us in hope of our eternal unity in 
Christ. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Minister: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in 
your grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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WE SHARE THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
WE PREPARE FOR COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints 
you show us the hope of our calling 
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, 
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION (ELW 471) Let Us Break Bread Together  
 

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.  
 

3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and 
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of 
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to 
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 



 - 15 -

SENDING SONG: WHEN THE SAINTS GO MARCHING IN 

1 O when the saints go marching in, 
O when the saints go marching in, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when the saints go marching in. 
 
2 O when the sun refused to shine, 
O when the sun refused to shine, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when the sun refused to shine. 
 
3 O when they crown him Lord of all, 
O when they crown him Lord of all, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when they crown him Lord of all. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Congregation Joins in Singing 
God be with you 'til we meet again, By his counsel’s guide, uphold 
you, With his sheep securely fold you, God be with you 'til we meet 
again. Amen. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 


